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THE BOSTON REGION METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
INVITES YOU TO ITS SECOND ANNUAL TRANSPORTATION OPEN HOUSE 


CTPS 


TRANSPORTATION 
PLANNING STAFF 


DATE: 


Tuesday, June 15, 2004 


Hours: 10:00 A.mM.—7:00 P.M. 


PLACE: 


MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150 


Central Transportation Planning Staff 


State Transportation Building 
10 Park Plaza, Boston, Massachusetts 


Come Share Your Ideas 


The Boston Region Metropolitan Plan- 
ning Organization’s office will be open all 
day and into the evening on June 15 to 
anyone wishing to drop in and discuss 
transportation issues or learn about how 
transportation planning is conducted in 
the Boston region. MPO members and 
staff will be available to talk about this 
year’s transportation-planning activities 
and to hear your ideas for future planning 
and projects. Your comments will provide 
input into the development of the fiscal 
year 2005 Unified Planning Work Pro- 
eram (UPWP) and the fiscal years 
2005-09 Transportation Improvement 


Program (TIP). 





Visitors may also choose to learn about 
the decision-making process from MPO 
members and staff and about how they 
utilize data, such as the recently devel- 
oped TIP criteria, to determine which 
projects to include in the next TIP or 


UPWP. 


Technical staff will be available to 
answer questions on all aspects of 
transportation planning, from the use 
of the regional model in transportation 
demand forecasting to transit service 
planning and traffic analysis tech- 
niques. 


U.S. EPA Adopts New 


Clean-Air Rule 
On May 11 Mike Lea- 


vitt, administrator of 
the U.S. Environ- 


mental Protection 






Agency, signed the 
Clean Air Nonroad 
Diesel Rule, a powerful 
new tool in reducing air pollution. The 
rule will cut emission levels of diesel- 
powered construction, agricultural, and 
industrial equipment by more than 90 
percent and will remove 99 percent of 
the sulfur in diesel fuel by 2010, making 
the burst of black smoke that erupts from 
diesels a thing of the past. In New 
England alone, the rule will reduce smog- 
forming nitrogen oxide pollution by 
about 40,000 tons a year, which is about 
what is currently emitted by all of New 
England’s power plants. 


The anticipated costs related to the new 
tule vary with the size and complexity of 
the equipment being regulated, but are in 
the range of one to three percent of the 
total purchase price for most equipment 
categories. While the estimated added 
cost for low-sulfur fuel is about seven 
cents per gallon, the net cost for the user 
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BOSTON REGION METROPOLITAN PLANNING 

ORGANIZATION ACTION ITEMS 

On May 20 the Transportation Planning and Programming 

Committee of the Boston Region MPO approved the fol- 

lowing items: 

¢ MAGIC Subregional Area Study: Phase II Report — This report, which was produced 
by the Central Transportation Planning Staff (CTPS), presents a compendium of 


Ze 


findings that build upon Phase I study recommendations. It investigates the poten- 
tial for remote, or satellite, parking near MAGIC-area commuter rail stations and 
includes a short summary of issues associated with shuttle services connecting 
remote parking lots with commuter rail stations. It also provides updated informa- 
tion on the feasibility of constructing a trail on an unused rail right-of-way in Con- 
cord and Sudbury and reports the results of traffic signal analyses for two intersec- 
tions in Lexington. For a copy of the report, contact CTPS project manager Mary 


McShane at (617) 973-7100 or{marymcs@ctps.org| 


South Shore Coalition Subregional Area Study work program — In this project, 


CTPS staff will develop a subregional profile of 11 communities located southeast 
of Boston and identify high-priority areas of concern. The study, which is expected 
to be completed in 2005, will examine population and employment densities, traf- 
fic growth and patterns, and existing public transportation in the subregion in 
order to identify and prioritize mobility concerns not addressed by planned projects 
or studies. It will include the participation of an advisory task force composed of 
local and state officials, the South Shore Chamber of Commerce, the South Shore 
Coalition, the Metropolitan Area Planning Council, and MPO members. 

e An adjustment to the fiscal year 2004 Unified Planning Work Program budgets for 
the Routes 1A, 114, and 107 in Salem and Beverly Study and the South Shore 
Coalition Subregional Area Study to reflect current spending expectations. 

e A procedure that calls for paperwork associated with Planning and Programming 
Committee actions to be submitted at least five days in advance of voting; this 
reflects the Committee’s desire to always have as much time as feasible to consider 
complex material, ask questions, and get feedback prior to making a decision. 


REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COUNCIL UPDATE 


Margaret Dwyer, project director for MassRIDES, Massachusetts’s new statewide 
travel options program, met with the Council at its May meeting to discuss the pro- 
eram. MassRIDES provides free assistance to businesses and to commuters and other 
travelers, helping them make transportation choices that save time and money, 
reduce traffic congestion and travel via single-occupant vehicle, and improve mobil- 
ity. MassRIDES’ Web site at www.commute.com is a good source for additional 
information about the program. 


The June meeting will feature a presentation on the transportation plans for the 
Democratic National Convention by Boston 2004, the convention’s host committee. 
ACCESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE MBTA (AACT) UPDATE 


The AACT display at the State Transportation Building for National Transportation 
Week was well received last month. Passersby had the opportunity to see equipment 





for putting information into accessible formats and to learn about the many ways 
that AACT has participated in making the transit system accessible. 


At the June meeting Alan Castaline, MBTA deputy chief operating officer, will 
report on the impact of the Democratic National Convention on fixed-route and 
paratransit transportation, and MBTA staff will make a presentation on the MBTA’s 
new, automated fare-collection equipment. 
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Walkable Communities 
Workshops Underway 


Last year the Boston 
Region Metropolitan 
Planning Organiza- 
tion was one of nine 
MPOs from around 
the country to be 
selected by the National 
Center for Bicycling @ Walking to par- 
ticipate in its Walkable Communities 
program. The program featured a series of 
workshops led by national experts. 


The aim of the national program was to 
generate more interest in walking and to 
encourage local MPO staffs to follow up 
with ongoing programs designed to assist 
communities in creating pedestrian- 
friendly environments. The Boston 
Region MPO staff held its first Walkable 
Communities workshop in Rockport on 
May 12. Fifteen local officials and citi- 
zens attended. A presentation, based on 
national and local 

examples, indi- 
cated common 
difficulties 
pedestrians 
encounter in 
navigating 





their way 
around our communities and 

a host of possible solutions. Following the 
presentation, attendees walked through 
parts of Rockport that the hosts had 
determined are in need of pedestrian 
improvements. This walking audit 
included Railroad Avenue and the envi- 
rons of the MBTA commuter rail station. 
Attendees then reconvened for a follow- 
up session. 


Two additional workshops have been 
scheduled (see page 4 for details). The 
first will be held in the SouthWest Advi- 
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mittee subregion 
(most likely in 





Franklin) on 
Thursday, June 
17. The second 


will be in Saugus 
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MBTA Short Notes 
¢ On May 9 the MBTA’s Red Line Reha- 


bilitation and Modernization Project 
reached a milestone with 





the closing of Savin 
Hill Station prepara- 
tory to the construc- 
tion of a new facility. 
The old station was 

demolished over Memorial Day 
weekend. The facility will reopen in 
approximately eight months. Tempo- 
rary bus replacement service will be 
available from the Savin Hill area at 
1100 Dorchester Avenue (in front of 
the Brooks Pharmacy), at the corner of 
Bay and Auckland Streets, and at the 
corner of Auckland and Dewar Streets; 
it will transport customers to 
JFK/UMass Station on the Red Line. 
Customers should also be aware that 
the bus service will make all local stops 
along Dorchester Avenue. 


On May 10 the Authority opened an 
MBITA police substation at Dudley Sta- 
tion. The opening of this facility is an 
effort by the T to enhance security and 
maintain a safe and comfortable transit 
environment. MBTA General Manager 
Michael H. Mulhern said the new sub- 


station demonstrates the MBTA’s com- 


SUBS TATION 





mitment to the neighborhood it serves. 
“Our customers will always know that 
help or assistance is just a few feet 
away.” 

On May 22 the MBTA opened a tem- 
porary station entrance/exit at 
Charles/MGH Station on the Red 


Line. The temporary entrance is 


located at the base of Longfellow 
Bridge, 50 feet from the former 
entrance. The new entrance will be in 
use for approximately two years, while 
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MBTA Recognized for Low-Sulfur-Diesel Commuter 


Rail Fleet 
@ Clean Air Rules cont. from p. 1 


is projected to average about four cents 
per gallon, because ultra-low-sulfur fuel 
can significantly reduce engine mainte- 





nance expenses. The overall benefits of 
preventing premature deaths, decreasing 
lost work days, and reducing heart 





attacks and asthma-related emergency 
room visits are estimated to outweigh the 
costs by a ratio of 40 to 1. 


The Clean Air Nonroad Diesel Rule 
complements the Clean Diesel Truck and 
Bus Rule of December 2001. Compliance 
with the 2001 rule, which will take effect 
with the 2007 model year, will result in 
truck and bus fleets that are 95 percent 
cleaner that today’s fleets. 


The introduction of the nonroad rule’s 
emission standards will be a milestone 
comparable to the advent of the catalytic 
converter in the 1970s. These standards 
will be phased in starting with the small- 
est engines in 2008 and continuing until 
all but the very largest diesel engines 
meet the standards set for both nitrogen 
oxide and particulate matter in 2014. 
Some of the largest engines (those with 
750 or greater horsepower) will have one 
more year to meet the standards. 


At the same time that EPA adopted the 
nonroad rule, the agency announced an 





advance notice of proposed rulemaking 
on new standards for diesel engines used 
in locomotives and marine fleets. The 
standard being considered would apply to 
new marine diesels and both new and 
existing diesel locomotives. 


full replacement of Charles/MGH Sta- 


tion occurs. 


e The MBTA is conducting maintenance 
of its commuter rail coaches, outfitting 
them with new wheels and repairing 
their air conditioning systems. During 
this work, which is expected to be 
completed by mid-July, some commuter 
rail trains may be shorter in length, and 
crowding may occur. The MBTA 
appreciates your patience and under- 
standing. 





At arecent gathering of state and local 
officials at South Station to mark the 
Clean Air Nonroad Diesel Rule, Robert 
W. Varney, regional administrator of 
EPA’s New England office, praised the 
MBTA for the steps it began taking to 
reduce pollution from diesel trains years 


before regulations would mandate such 
actions. Said MBTA General Manager 
Michael H. Mulhern, “On July 1, every 
locomotive in our commuter rail fleet 
will be using low-sulfur diesel fuel. In act- 
ing three years ahead of regulatory 
requirements, the T will eliminate as 
much as 32 tons of particulate matter and 
429 tons of sulfur dioxide from the air.” 


Everett and Framingham 
Reelected to MPO 


The City of Everett and the Town of 
Framingham were reelected to the MPO 
on May 26. The MPO election, run by 
the Metropolitan Area Planning Council 
(MAPC) and the MBTA Advisory 
Board, was held in conjunction with 
MAPC’s annual meeting. Both candidate 
communities were unopposed. 





MAPC also held its own elections at the 
meeting. Gordon Feltman, the MPO rep- 
resentative from Bedford, was elected 
MAPC vice chairman. Two other MPO 
members, Ginger Esty of Framingham 
and Mary Pratt of Hopkinton, were 
elected to the MAPC Executive Com- 
mittee. The new MAPC president is 
Richard Dimino. Former Marlborough 
mayor William Mauro, stepping down 
from three terms as MAPC president, 
received the Theodore Mann Award. 
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MEETING CALENDAR 





The public is welcome to attend the following 
transportation-related meetings. A photo ID is 
usually required for access to meeting sites. 


AT THE STATE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING, 
10 PARK PLAZA, BOSTON 


Thursday, June 3 
Boston Region MPO 
Transportation Planning 
and Programming Committee 
Work Session 
MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150 


Wednesday, June 9 


10:00 A.M. 


Regional Transportation 3:00 P.M. 
Advisory Council 
Conference Room 4 
Thursday, June 10 
Boston Region MPO 10:00 A.M. 


Transportation Planning 
and Programming Committee 


MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150 
Immediately followed by: 


Boston Region MPO Meeting: 
Endorsement of an Amendment 
to the FY 2004-08 Transportation 


Improvement Program 


MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150 


Tuesday, June 15 


Boston Region MPO 
Open House 


CTPS, Suite 2150 
Monday, June 21 


10:00 A.M.—7:00 PM. 


MBTA Rider Oversight 4:30 P.M. 
Committee 
Conference Rooms 1, 2, and 3 
Wednesday, June 23 
Access Advisory Committee 1:00 P.M. 


to the MBTA (AACT) 


Conference Room 2 


AT OTHER BOSTON-AREA LOCATIONS 


Friday, June 4 
Move Massachusetts: Proposed 
Criteria for Evaluating 
Transportation Projects 
Brown Rudnick Berlack Israels 
One Financial Center, 18th Floor 
Dewey Square, Boston 


8:10 A.M. 


Monday, June 7 
MassHighway Public Hearing: 
Proposed Improvements to Four 
Intersections on Hancock Street 
(Route 3A) in Quincy 
Quincy City Hall 
1305 Hancock Street, Quincy 


7:00 P.M. 


Tuesday, June 8 
Charles River Basin Citizens 
Advisory Committee 


Contact Charlotte Fleetwood 
at (617) 951-6440 or cxfleetw@ 


bigdig.com for location. 


MBTA Meeting: Proposed 
Parking Improvements at Salem 
Commuter Rail Station 

National Park Service 

Salem Visitors Center 

2 New Liberty Street, Salem 


Thursday, June 17 


SouthWest Advisory Planning 
Committee Walkable Community 
Workshop 


Contact Cathy_Lewis at (61 
973-7118 or|cbucklewis@ctps .org 
for location and free registration. 


Friday, June 18 
MetroWest Transportation 
Equity Coalition/Boston Region 
MPO: Route I-495 Regional Meeting 
Clark University 
1671 Worcester Road, Framingham 


Wednesday, June 30 
Saugus Walkable Community 
Workshop 


Saugus Free Public Library 
295 Central Street, Saugus 


Contact Cathy Lewis at (617 
973-7118 oy cbucklewis@ctps .org 
for free registration. 


Meeting dates and times are subject to change: please 
call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation. Additional 
transportation meetings open to the public are listed on 


the Boston Region MPO Web site, af www. boston | 


4:00 PM. 


7:00 P.M. 


3:00 P.M. 


8:30 A.M. 


5:30 P.M. 


Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization 


State Transportation Building 
10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150 
Boston, MA 02116 
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on Wednesday, June 30. These workshops 
are free of charge and open to all. In 
addition to elected officials and inter- 
ested individuals, they are 
intended for professionals 
in the fields of planning, 
engineering, law enforce- 





ment, and education. If you 





are interested in attending 
either session or would like to have a 
workshop in your community, please con- 


tact Cathy Lewis of the Boston MPO 


staff at (617) 973-7118 or}cbucklewis@ 
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TRANSREPORT is published monthly by the Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization to disseminate information on current transportation projects and issues in the 
Boston region. Comments and requests to be added to or deleted from the mailing list are welcome and should be sent either to TRANSREPORT Editor, CTPS, 10 Park Plaza, Suite 
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